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Dr Marianne Jauncey BMed, MPH (hons), FAFPHM was 
appointed Medical Director of MSIC in August 2008. She is 
a public health physician who has worked in the drug and 
alcohol (AOD) field for over a decade.

Brian Flanagan BA, is a Member of the Public Relations 
Institute of Australia (PRIA) and has held senior 
management/ communications positions in Federal 
Government Departments/ Agencies in Australia and 
Overseas, as well as the private sector.
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Tide starts to turn?

National Drug and 
Alcohol Award Winner  

for ‘Excellence in 
Treatment and Support’

Royal 
Australian 
College of 
General 
Practitioners



ADCA Advocacy

NSW Coroner’s comments 
sparked move by ADCA to 

target politicians  

Mr Tony Trimingham OAM 
founded Family Drug Support in 

1997



Pointers for the development of an effective 
advocacy “plan of attack”

• Identify the target audience
• Rally the support of strategic partners
• Monitor and analyse community opinions
• Develop evidence-based arguments
• Highlight the flow-on benefits
• Assess outcomes and review approach
• Celebrate the successes

A strategic approach is essential



Just some of the other key players

• Royal Australasian College of Physicians
• AMA of NSW
• Other medical colleges
• National research centres
• HIV/AIDS and BBV organisations
• AOD organisations – including ADCA!

A strategic approach is essential...



Deputy Premier and Minister for Health 
Carmel Tebbutt MP said:

“...the government will continue to closely 
monitor and rigorously and independently 
evaluate the programs to ensure its ongoing 

effectiveness against the government’s 
objectives. This evidence‐based approach will 

inform any future decisions on the trial 
basis.”

NSW Government thanks ADCA for raising 
the ‘trial status’ issue...



15 September 2010
NSW Government announces 

move to ‘formalise’ MSIC

STOP PRESS: Legislation now ‘half way 
through’ NSW Parliament...

23 September 2010
Legislation introduced 

to remove the ‘trial status’
of MSIC



21 October 2010

MSIC Amendment bill passed 
Legislative Assembly 57:29

STOP PRESS: Legislation now ‘half way 
through’ NSW Parliament...

26 October 2010 - tomorrow
Debate on bill due to begin in Legislative Council



Responses from politicians...

Leader of the Opposition, Mr Barry O’Farrell MP 

“…So this facility is not just saving lives…; this facility 
is not just stopping overdoses…; this facility is also 
saving money... However, is that money going into the 
provision of drug treatment services that enable 
clients of this facility, when referred, to take up the 
service? The answer is no…”

Legislative Assembly debate



Responses from politicians...

Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Ms Jillian Skinner MP 

“…despite my personal discomfort, as an aspiring 
Minister for Health with an abiding determination to put 
patients first as a guiding principle and being firmly of 
the view that the MSIC helps people stay alive and 
improves their health and wellbeing, I will be supporting 
this legislation.”

Legislative Assembly debate



Final Vote: 57 to 29

Included 7 liberal MPs

(Hazzard, Skinner, Dominello, Hopwood, 
Baumann, Berejiklian, O’Dea)

And 3 independents

(Piper, Besseling, Fardell)

Legislative Assembly debate



And the answer: Yes! 
It’s happening as we speak.

The question was ‘Will the ‘trial 
status’ ever be lifted?’
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