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Queensland Minimum Dataset for 

Needle and Syringe Programs –

Transforming data into information 

and information into strategy





Client data 

(five elements)

• Date of NSP occasion of service

• Sex

• Postcode

• Age

• Indigenous status

• Drug to be injected



Equipment data 

(six elements)

• Needles and syringes (1ml)

• 3ml barrels

• 5ml barrels

• 10ml barrels

• 20ml barrels

• Butterflies



Interventions data

(five elements)

• NSP interventions provided

• Referral destination

• Referral location

• Referral type

• Time spent









NSPs just don’t 
work, giving 

them needles 
makes things 

worse

HIV 

prevalence 

among 

Australian IDU 

is 2%

We only see 
heroin users 

why offer 
training about 

speed

Pill injectors 
don’t want any 

help

Steroid users only 
use 19g needles 
we can cut 25g 
from our supply0

100000

200000

300000

400000

500000

600000

700000

800000

3ml 10ml Butterflies

2007

2008

2009

85% of steroid 

users prefer 25g 

needles

32% of pill injectors 

are referred to 

other health 

services

Good data 

provides good 

information!





More information?

Questions?

Abhilash_Dev@health.qld.gov.au

Abhi 07 3328 9802


